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World Thinking Day 2011 - Guides 
 
The World Association of Girl Guides and Girls Scouts (WAGGGS) has developed a World Thinking 
Day (WTD) activity pack and fundraising ideas kit for Girl Guides all around the world. 
 
Access the WAGGGS resources here: 
http://www.worldthinkingday.org 
 
The activity pack offers activities divided into four sections: 

 Developing self-esteem and self–confidence 

 Learning together to change our world 

 Living and working for a fairer world 

 Girls and young women as decision-makers 

The last section of the activity pack includes descriptions of the focus countries. 
 
WAGGGS has chosen a focus country from each region, highlighting the difference Girl Guiding and 
Girl Scouting makes and the ways it empowers girls and young women. The World Thinking Day 
focus countries will each receive a small grant from the World Thinking Day Fund, which we support 
through the Canadian World Friendship Fund. The focus countries are Bolivia, Cyprus, Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), Yemen and Nepal. 
 
This year GGC is carrying on with the successful Fivers for Friendship program that challenges all 
members to contribute five dollars on World Thinking Day to the Canada World Friendship Fund.  You 
can find ideas for fundraising activities on the WAGGGS World Thinking Day site. 
 
  
Sample Instant Meeting 

 

 Introduce Bolivia as a focus country for 2011, and explain this means that WAGGGS will 
support their gender equality efforts with a donation from the World Thinking Day fund. Explain 
that a portion of our Canadian World Friendship Fund donations will go to WAGGGS to help. 
Find Bolivia on a map. 

 Horseshoe (or opening of your choice) – Recite the Bolivian Guide Scout Promise (found in 
the WAGGGS Activity Pack) following the Canadian Girl Guide Promise 

 Focus country craft– God’s Eye craft (see below) 

 Learning together game – Cat’s Tail relay (see below) 

 Self-esteem and self-confidence activity – Be Positive (pg. 13 WAGGGS Activity Pack) 

 Song – Can a Woman? (see below) 

 Taps 
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Sample Bridging Meeting 
 

 Invite Brownies or Sparks to your meeting and ask them to each bring a doll with them; the doll 
should be small enough to use a paper lunch bag as a dress – or use a Guide doll as a model 
and display the rest of the paper bag dresses on a clothesline 

 Horseshoe – say both promises 

 A fairer world  - Guider reads The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch (listen to it here: 

http://robertmunsch.com/the-paper-bag-princess/) and discusses how Elizabeth was smart 
and resourceful and rescued Prince Ronald – and how girls don’t have to wait for a boy to do 
things for them! 

 
Pair a Spark with each Brownie and Guide and let the Guide cut neck and armholes in a paper 
lunch bag to make a dress for the younger girl’s doll. With markers or crayons, older girls can 
write messages and both older and younger girls can draw pictures on the bag to show things 
they can do for themselves and ways they can help others. 

 Have a parade or fashion show or let girls come up and hang their paper bag dresses on a 

‘clothesline’. Have each girl tell one thing they put on their dress. 

 Mention that Guiding teaches girls how to do things for themselves in many countries around 
the world, and that our Canadian World Friendship Fund donations (e.g. Thinking Day Fivers 
for Friendship) can help. 

 Learning together game – What I’ve Learned (pg. 16 WAGGGS Activity Pack) 

 Self-esteem and self-confidence game – Walk of Well Being (pg. 12 WAGGGS Activity 

Pack) 

 Closings 
 

Cat’s tail: 
Approximately 20 minutes 
Materials: 30 pieces of string 
 
1. Prepare 30 pieces of string, all the same length. Hide all but three or four pieces. 
2. Teach girls a knot that can be tied with two strings, e.g. reef knot, sheet bend, fisherman’s 

knot. When playing the game, each girl must tie her own knot but may receive instructions 
from others on her team. 

3. Divide the girls into three or four teams of equal size. Each team chooses a ‘cat’ who is 
given one of the extra pieces of string. 

4. At a given signal, all players except the ‘cats’ scatter to hunt for the hidden strings. As a girl 
finds one, she takes it back to her ‘cat’ and uses the learned knot to tie it to the string tail 
the ‘cat’ is holding. 

5. After 5 minutes the team with the longest tail wins. 
Variations: 

 Pile all strings in the centre of the room; one girl at a time from each team runs up, gets 
a string, runs back to her ‘cat’, and ties her knot, then the next girl from her team runs 
up to get a string, and so on. 

http://robertmunsch.com/the-paper-bag-princess/
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 Divide strings evenly among teams and the first team finished wins. 

 Teach only one girl from each team the knot and allow each girl to teach the next girl 
how to tie the knot. 

 
God’s Eye Craft 

In Bolivia, God’s Eyes were made by the Aymara Indians to be placed on an altar so that the gods 
could watch over the praying people and protect them. Find instructions at:  

http://www.dltk-kids.com/world/mexico/ojo_de_dios.htm  
or  http://guidinguk.freeservers.com/GodsEyes.html  

 
Finish with a song! 

Can a Woman? (Tune: She’ll be comin’ round the mountain) 
   

Can a woman fly an airplane? Yes, she can; yes, she can! 
Can a woman build a building? Yes, she can; yes, she can! 
Can a woman fight a fire? 
Can a woman change a tire? 
Can a woman lead a choir? Yes, she can; yes, she can! 
 
Can a woman be a lawyer? Yes, she can; yes, she can! 
Can a woman fix an engine? Yes, she can; yes, she can! 
Can a woman be a drummer? 
Can a woman be a plumber? 
Can she play ball in the summer? Yes, she can; yes, she can! 
 
Can a woman be a doctor? Yes, she can; yes, she can! 
Can a woman drive a tractor? Yes, she can; yes, she can! 
Can a woman lead a nation? 
Can she run a TV station? 
Can she head a corporation? Yes, she can; yes, she can! 
 
Just you wait until we’re older, then you’ll see 
We’ll be women in tomorrow’s history! 
As we grow up through the years 
We’ll sing out loud and clear 
Can we start the process here? Yes, we can; yes, we can! 

 
 

http://www.dltk-kids.com/world/mexico/ojo_de_dios.htm
http://guidinguk.freeservers.com/GodsEyes.html

