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Dear G.iers . ..

CANADIAN

hether you're a seasoned Guider or working in a Unit
for the first time, it’s always great to get fresh, new
ideas to try out. We all have our traditional favourites
- those familiar activities that girls and Guiders look
forward to every year. However, one of the things that keep our
Members coming back every year is the challenge of trying some-
thing new and different. For Guiders, the challenge can also be
coming up with those new and different ideas in the first place.

At Canadian Guider, we're always on the lookout for new ideas,
and we're delighted to share with you some of the great Guiding
tips we've recently received from Guiders like you. In this issue, our
Ask a Guider section (pages 7-9) is a sort of swap-meet for ideas — a
place where Guiders share stories of what they do to offer fun and
fantastic programming in their Units.

We're equally delighted to introduce a partnership we've
arranged with CBC Kids’ Artzooka! This new section (pages
30-33) features great crafts for every branch, with easy to follow
step-by-step instructions that will inspire girls to create master-
pieces out of recycled materials. We hope your Unit will have lots
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of fun trying out the grab-and-go creative
and eco-chic ideas presented there.

Also in this issue are more ideas for
making Guiding a truly inclusive environ-
ment, in which all girls and women feel
welcome and learn the value of respecting
differences and considering other points of
view. And, in tribute to Our Founder, Lord
Baden-Powell, whose vision of Guiding
embraced and inspired inclusivity from the
very beginning, we've included a Flashback
Fun section (pages 14-17). On these pages,
you and your girls can enjoy reading some
of the timeless words of wisdom from B-P’s
wonderful book, Girl Guiding.

One of the perks of being Chief Com-
missioner (and there are almost too many
to count!) is attending Guiding camps
across the country. This summer, I had the
chance to visit the Spirit of Adventure Ren-
dezvous (SOAR) in Agassiz, British Colum-
bia. Some of the amazing women I was
privileged to meet there are featured with
me in the photo on this page.

And, speaking of amazing women, take
a look at the seven finalists for our GGC
Dove Woman of the Month award (pages
20-22). Choosing these from the many,
many nominations we received was not
an easy task. This partnership with Dove
Canada clearly demonstrated just how
many Women Worth Watching there are
in Canadian Guiding.

Thank you for being one of them!

A

Chris Burton
Chief Commissioner
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In This Issue

In her Chief's Message, Chris Burton has mentioned many of the features in this
issue of Canadian Guider. We'd like to also draw your attention to the camping
items we've included. Outdoor Guider (pages 23-26) presents backpacking tips
and winter activities, and Ideas to Go (pages 27-28) describes a camp/service
project that provided 125 children with their very own superhero capes! And, in
the spirit of Guiding inclusivity, Confessions of an Urban Guider (pages 18-19)
supports those of you who prefer urban adventures to wilderness challenges. If
these ideas inspire you, let us know — and please send us your own!
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A Non-Camper Blogs by Tammy Sutherland
Fast Facts about GGC Link by Lisa Donnelly

Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada (GGC) recognizes and values the richness of human diversity in its many forms, and
therefore strives to ensure environments where girls and women from all walks of life, identities, and lived experiences feel a sense
of belonging and can participate fully. This toinclusion means GGC's culture, programming, and practices encourage
self-awareness and awareness of others; room for difference; and environments where girls and women feel safe, respected,
supported, and inspired to reach their potential.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RATES: $12 per year inside Canada, $15 to USA, $20 overseas. Single copies $4.25 each. Canadian
Publications Mail Product. Sales Agreement No. 40065172. With the exception of our own merchandise, Girl Guides
of Canada-Guides du Canada does not endorse the advertisers found in this magazine, or their products or services.

All submissions to the magazine become the property of the Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada unless other arrangements
are made prior to publication. Most articles and artwork in this magazine are owned by Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada.
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Outings Outreach

Girl Guides in the Community

Girl Guide Units are always connecting
with their communities. Throughout the
year, girls and Guiders sell cookies, de-litter
neighbourhood parks and playgrounds, plant
trees, stencil storm drains, visit seniors’ res-
idences, attend Remembrance Day cere-
monies, take part in holiday parades and
routinely lend a hand wherever they can.
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And then there are the more adventurous
connections, through which girls explore and
learn about their communities or lead oth-
ers in learning about Girl Guides. Here, from
British Columbia and Quebec, are two exam-
ples of Girl Guide community outings and
outreach.
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City Farm Girls

14th Vancouver Guides
Visit Heritage Farm

BY ASHLEY REID

Looking for a fun adventure and learn-
ing experience, our Unit decided to
tackle the Guide Farming Badge by arrang-
ing a sleepover at Southlands Heritage
Farm, located inside the city of Vancou-
ver. It was an experience of a lifetime! The
girls arrived full of energy, which they put
to very satisfying use in a relay flashlight
game we played in the farm’s pumpkin-lit-
tered orchard.

We slept in the hayloft above the horse
barn which, of course, was full of interest-
ing noises throughout the night. The next
morning we rose bright and early to let the
chickens and goats out. Throughout the
day, the girls helped milk the goats, had a
visit with the farm’s heirloom black pigs,
pressed apples into cider and made bread
from scratch in an outdoor cob oven. (A cob
oven, also called an earth oven, is a wood-
fired oven made from a mixture of mud or
clay, sand and straw.)

Who knew that a hidden gem such as
this heritage farm existed in our own com-
munity? We highly recommend other
Units check out facilities like this in their

own backyards! &

Ashley Reid is a Guider in Vancouwver,
British Columbia.






