
Applying for International and Domestic Travel Events 
BC International Committee 

 
Are you a Pathfinder, Trex member, Ranger, Link member or Guider?  Do you have the 
urge to travel to one of the World Centres or participate in a Nationally-sponsored or 
Provincially-sponsored international or domestic travel event? 
 
You may know that you need to apply for these events, but be unsure how to do so.  Here 
is the information you have been looking for! 
 
Every year, the Nationally-sponsored and Provincially-sponsored travel events for the 
following summer are posted on the National and BC websites in late August or early 
September.  The application deadline for these events varies, but it is usually November 1 
or 15 of the year preceding the event.  Make sure you take careful note of the application 
deadlines for the events you want to apply for, because applications submitted after that 
date will not be considered.  Give yourself lots of time to work on your application – the 
BC International Committee recommends starting at least a month before the application 
is due. 
 
Look carefully at the eligibility requirements for the event, which will be listed on the 
event fact sheet.  If you are a girl member, are you the right age for the event?  Is it an 
event for which you have genuine interest?  Sometimes it is better not to apply for an 
event at all than to apply for an event that doesn’t actually interest you – there might be 
something more to your taste next year.  Your level of enthusiasm for the event will come 
through in your application package. 
 
Once you have determined which event(s) to apply for, take a look at the application 
forms that you need to submit.  For Nationally-sponsored and Provincially-sponsored 
events, these forms are usually: 
 
 

For girls: For Guiders: 
 

STG.1 – Trip Application Form STA.1 – Trip Application Form 

STG.2 – 2 separate references; one from a 
Guider and one from outside Guiding 

STG.2 – 2 separate references; one from 
a Guiding source and one from outside 
Guiding 

 
Depending on the event for which you are applying, you may also need to provide 
additional application materials.  Read the event fact sheet carefully to make sure you 
understand what is required. 
 
STG.1 or STA.1 
 
This form is your personal application form and it is very important that you consider the 
questions on this form very carefully.  Do not leave any questions blank as the selections 



committee will be evaluating every question on your application.  If you leave a section 
blank, it leaves the selections committee unable to award you any marks for that question. 
 
Parts A to D of your application contain factual information. Parts E, F and G, however, 
require you to answer a number of questions that enable the selections committee to get 
to know you.  Give yourself lots of time to prepare your answers to these questions – the 
International Committee recommends preparing a draft of your responses, setting the 
draft aside for a week or so, and coming back to it with a fresh perspective later. 
 
In Parts E and F, make sure you answer the questions that are actually being asked.  
Sometimes it is easy to write a lot but then realize you haven’t answered the original 
question!  It will help your application to include specific examples for each question.   
When you are giving examples, think about the specific event for which you are 
applying.  For instance, if you are applying to be a Guider at an event that will require 
you to take girls to a large European jamboree, and you are answering a question about 
showing leadership, you may wish to use an example from another camp instead of from 
an office setting. 
 
Even though you should give examples, try not to write too much!  Sometimes it is better 
to choose one or two powerful anecdotes rather than a larger number that don’t serve 
your needs as well.  If you aren’t sure which examples to use, read what you have written 
out loud to yourself.  You might be surprised how different things sound when you read 
them aloud! 
 
Part G requires you to write a letter about why you wish to attend the particular event for 
which you are applying, and how you will share your experiences with others.  You must 
also answer a question specific to the event, which will be set out on the trip fact sheet.  If 
you are applying for multiple events, you must complete a separate Part G for each event.   
 
When you are working on Part G, you may wish to write a separate paragraph for each 
question that is asked.  This will help you ensure that you have answered all the 
questions, and haven’t missed anything.  This is your opportunity to convince the 
selections team that you are the best candidate for the event. 
 
Once you have completed your STG.1 or STA.1, give it to a friend or family member to 
read and give you honest feedback.  They may have some great suggestions to help you 
improve your application even more.  Once you are satisfied with it, it is time to submit 
your application!  Don’t wait for your references – they should be submitted directly to 
the submission address, and not to you. 
 
STG.2 and STA.2 
 
Check the event fact sheet to ensure that you are meeting the requirements with the 
reference people you have chosen.  Most events require two references (one Guiding and 
one non-Guiding), but some require only one.  When you are selecting your references, 



choose people who know you well, who have seen you in a variety of situations, and who 
are able to write well in English.   
 
Give your references plenty of time to complete their task.  When you give your 
references the reference form, also give them a copy of the Reference Guidelines 
(available on the National website) and the fact sheet for the event for which you are 
applying.  Take a few minutes to chat with your references about the event, why you 
want to attend, and perhaps refresh your reference’s memory with some anecdotes that 
they can use in their reference form. 
 
Make sure your reference knows not to return the completed reference form to you.  It 
must be submitted to your Area International Adviser in a stamped and sealed envelope, 
or, if you are submitting your application by e-mail, the completed reference can be e-
mailed to your Area International Adviser in PDF format.   
 
Remember, your local international adviser is a friendly resource who will help you and 
give you advice.  Call or e-mail her today! 
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