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Land Acknowledgement

Land acknowledgements recognize the traditional territories of Indigenous Peoples, both
recorded and unrecorded. We honour the Indigenous Peoples, past and present, who have
lived on, worked on, and cared for this land for generations. We thank all peoples for
cherishing and maintaining the connections and importance of the land.

Learning about the history of the land where you live and Guide is an important step. Please
take the time to complete a land acknowledgement at the beginning of your camp. The land
you acknowledge will depend on where your event is taking place.

To find out who to acknowledge, you can try the following options:
1.Download Whose Land — A web-based app that uses GIS technology to assist users in
learning about the territory your event is situated on.
2.Contact a local Friendship Centre.
3.Create your own land acknowledgment.

As a unit or group, you can create your own land acknowledgment and share why the land
you live on is important to you and what actions you take to respect and care for it. For
guidance, please visit Member Zone for resources on how to build a land acknowledgement
for your area.

For support, please contact: on-deia@girlguides.ca.

oot 0000090000 ®
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https://www.whose.land/en/about

Introduction

WAGGGS:

For over 100 years, more than 250 million Girl Guides and Girl Scouts have made a difference
through leadership, community service and advocacy. The Movement began in 1909 when girls in
the UK declared themselves Girl Scouts, inspiring Lord Robert Baden-Powell to create a program
specifically for girls. His sister, Agnes Baden-Powell, officially established the Girl Guide Association
in 1910, and the Movement quickly spread worldwide.

In 1920, the first World Conference brought leaders together to share ideas, strengthening
international connections. As global cooperation grew, representatives proposed forming a unified
organization. In 1928, delegates from 26 countries founded the World Association of Girl Guides and
Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) to connect and support national organizations. Today, WAGGGS unites Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts in 150 countries, continuing the legacy of global friendship and
empowerment.
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World Centres

The idea of creating World Centres grew out of the international spirit that flourished after the first
World Conference of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts in 1920. The World Centres are intended to create
places where members from around the world can come together to share ideas, learn from one
another and experience the global sisterhood of Guiding.

« Our Chalet (Switzerland) — Opened in 1932, it was the first World Centre to be created. Our
Chalet is located at 1,350m altitude in the Bernese Oberland. Close to the village of Adelboden it
features views of the mountains and access to a number of outdoor attractions and activities. It
is designed as a place for adventure, leadership and international friendship in the Swiss Alps.
Learn more about Our Chalet!

« Our Cabafia (Mexico) — Opened in 1957, Nuestra Cabafia, also known as Our Cabana is a
place to make international friends while learning useful skills and gaining new experiences.
Since opening, Our Cabafia has received more than 70,000 Girl Guides and Girl Scouts from all
over the world. Learn more about Our Cabafia!

« Sangam (India) — Opened in 1966 in Pune, India; Sangam, meaning ‘Coming Together’ in
Sanskrit, was founded with the intent to unite Girl Guides and Girl Scouts from around the world.
Learn more about Sangam!

« Pax Lodge (United Kingdom) — By the 1930s, more than one million girls and women had joined
the Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting Movement. As the number of international visitors to London
grew, it became clear that Guides and Scouts needed a place to stay. In 1937, the World Board
agreed to establish a new World Centre next to the World Bureau. The first of these centres, Our
Ark, opened in 1939. As WAGGGS continued to expand, Olave House, named in honour of
Olave Baden-Powell, opened in 1959. By 1978, plans were made to connect Olave House and
the World Bureau, leading to the purchase of new land and the creation of a modern, unified
centre. Pax Lodge officially opened in 1991. Its name pays tribute to the Baden-Powells, their
homes in England and Kenya both carried the word pax, the Latin term for peace. The name
symbolizes the central role of peace within the Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting Movement. Learn
more about Pax Lodge!

Ontario Council
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https://worldcentres.wagggs.org/our-chalet/
https://worldcentres.wagggs.org/nuestra-cabana/
https://worldcentres.wagggs.org/sangam/
https://worldcentres.wagggs.org/pax-lodge/

» Kusafiri (Africa Region) — Established in 2011 as a “mobile” World Centre, Kusafiri moves
around different countries in Africa, bringing the World Centre experience to Girl Guides and
Girl Scouts across the continent. At the World Conference held in Cyprus in 2023 it was
decided that Kusafiri would be located in Ghana until 2026, upon which time it would
relocate within the African Region. Kusafiri provides an opportunity to immerse in the culture
of the Africa Region, learn about oneself and build connections. Learn more about Kusafiri!

Together, the five World Centres embody the spirit of the Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting
Movement, creating lifelong memories, inspiring leadership and building a better world through
friendship and shared purpose.

World Thinking Day 2026

Taking place on February 22nd, World Thinking Day provides an opportunity to celebrate the
Guiding and Scouting Movement, advocate for issues affecting women and support 11.2 million
members among 153 countries. In 2026, the theme, Our Friendship, which marks 100 years of
World Thinking Day, encourages curiosity, creativity and meaningful connections within the
global Guiding and Scouting community.
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https://worldcentres.wagggs.org/kusafiri/

History of World Thinking Day

In 1926, delegates at the 4th World Conference agreed that February 22nd would be known as a
special day for Girl Guides and Girl Scouts all over the world.

A special day:

In 1926, Girl Guide and Girl Scout delegates from around the globe met in the USA for the 4th
World Conference. Among other decisions, they agreed that there should be a special annual
day when Girl Guides and Girl Scouts around the world think of each other and express their
thanks and appreciation for their international Movement. This was called Thinking Day. The
delegates chose February 22nd as the date for Thinking Day because it was the birthday of both
Lord Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy Scout Movement, and Olave Baden-Powell, who was
World Chief Guide.

A birthday gift:

Six years later in 1932, the 7th World Conference was taking place in Bucze, Poland, when a
Belgian delegate pointed out that a birthday usually involves gifts, and thought girls could show
their appreciation on Thinking Day by offering gifts to the international Movement through
fundraising or making a donation.

Olave Baden-Powell wrote a letter to all Girl Guides and Girl Scouts later that year to tell them
about this idea and to ask them to spare a penny to help support Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting
around the world.

source - History & Impact
Olave Baden-Powell 1932 letter

We hope you have an unforgettable time learning about and celebrating World Thinking Day!
Please email us at on-counciloperations@girlguides.ca if you have any questions or need
assistance.

Don’t forget to purchase your crest! Bring the excitement, laughter and spirit of camp to life with
your group. This special 100 years of Thinking Day Crest is a little bigger than your average crest
and will only be available for purchase this year.

Ontario Council wants to hear from you! Your feedback is important to us, please take a few
moments to complete the World Thinking Day 2026 Activity Guide survey.
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time or preparation than others.

planning and leading the meeting.

can add or remove activities)

Prepare for World Thinking Day 2026 - Sample Schedules

The following is a suggested schedule for a unit meeting. Guiders are encouraged to adapt it to
best suit the needs and interests of their unit. Units may choose to celebrate World Thinking
Day in various ways, from a camp or sleepover to a single meeting. Review each activity and
decide which ones you’d like to include. Keep in mind that some activities may require more

Want to add to the fun? Invite another unit to bridge with you and complete activities together!
This could be a unit of the same branch, or one that is older or younger. Inviting another unit to
join is a great way for youth to make new friendships and Guiders to divide the work required for

Sample 90 minute meeting schedule: (To adjust the meeting schedule length of time, Guiders

Time Activity

Details

6:15-6:20 Leaders arrive and set up

6:20 - 6:30 Youth arrive and meeting .
starts

Welcome

6:30 - 6:45 Op.er.ung and warm up .
activity

Land acknowledgement
Meeting expectations
Short warm up activity

6:45-7:45 Activities

Activities chosen by the Guider team,
option to complete one or two longer
activities or four or more shorter
activities

7:45 - 8:00 Cleanup and closing .

Unit closing and Evening Taps

<)
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Day Camp sample schedule:

Time Activity Details

9:00 - 9:30 Leaders arrive and set up

9:30 - 10:00 Youth arrive and meeting . Welcome
starts

« Land acknowledgement
10:00 - 10:15 Opening « Camp expectations and etiquette
« Warm up activity

« Activities chosen by the Guider team,
option to complete a couple of longer
activities or multiple shorter activities

10:15-12:00 | Activities

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch Unit closing and Evening Taps
1:00 - 2:30 Activities Activities chosen by the Guider team
2:30 - 2:45 Snack time
2:45 - 4:00 Activities Activities chosen by the Guider team
. _ , Campfire
4:00 - 4:30 Campfire Daytime Taps
4:30 - 4:45 Clean up
4:45 Time to go home
P 9
Ontario Council




Suggested kit lists

**These are only suggestions, please consider your location, activities and meals and adjust
accordingly. **
**Items needed for the individual activities are listed on that activity page.*

Group equipment for Day Camp

Camp paperwork (Health forms, SG forms, itinerary, etc.) 6 MERNEE

« First Aid Kit o R

« Cooking equipment (if you are cooking) @

« Camping stove “

« Fuel

» Pots and or pans

« Cooking cutlery

« Individual cutlery (is the group providing or are youth asked to bring their own mess kits?)
» Garbage bags

« Dishwashing and kitchen clean-up supplies (Are you doing dishes there? Packing up and taking
dirty dishes home to wash?)

Hand sanitizer

« Cleaning wipes

Individual kit list (Youth and Adult)

Before camp, consider having a pre-camp meeting and discussing what items the youth should bring
and why they’re important. You can also discuss what items should not come to camp.

« Water bottle

« Weather appropriate clothing
« Hat and sunscreen

» Bug spray

Small backpack

_O_
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World Thinking Day event

Arrival

Leaders
« Schedule a time for parents to drop off youth.

« Conduct a safety check of the building/area.

 Locate fire escapes and identify an emergency meeting spot.
« Unpack and set up equipment and supplies.

« Review safety plans with other Guiders.

« Review the roles and responsibilities of each Guider.

Youth
« Arrive at the designated time.

Sign in with Leaders.

Hand in any required forms or medication.
Begin opening activities while others arrive.
Participate in a safety debrief with the group.

Expectations
« Use the buddy system to ensure everyone has a partner.

- Establish clear boundaries for unit activities.

« Identify a specific location where the unit will gather in case of an emergency.
« Identify and communicate who the First Aid Guiders are.

« Use hand sanitizer or wash hands before and after eating.

- Drink plenty of water throughout the day to stay hydrated.

« If outside, dress for the weather!

« Have fun!

?
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Activities

This resource package includes a variety of activities that Guiders can use to engage their youth
members. Units are encouraged to select the activities that best suit their group and spark the most
interest. Activities can be adapted or adjusted to meet the specific needs of the unit. Keep in mind
that some activities may require more time or preparation than others. There is no set number of
activities required to earn the World Thinking Day crest; what matters most is that units take the
time to learn about and celebrate this special occasion!

Warm up activities (10-15 minutes per activity)

Complete the WTD activity pages (Found at the end of this document).

World Centre Participation Story - Step into the shoes of Girl Guides around the globe! In this
lively storytelling adventure, girls act out fun challenges inspired by the World Centres—from
dancing in Mexico to hiking in Switzerland—celebrating the joy of international friendship and
Guiding unity. S/E/G

Colouring Pages - Grab your crayons and let your creativity shine! These delightful colouring
pages are bursting with cheerful designs that celebrate friendship, adventure and the magic of
Guiding around the world. All Branches

Friendship/Guiding Word Search - Hunt for hidden words that celebrate friendship, fun and all
things Girl Guides. This brain-boosting puzzle is packed with Guiding traditions and cheerful
challenges to test your skills and spark conversation. All Branches

Games *
Global Guiding Games (30 minutes) — Get ready to giggle, move and make memories! Try out
traditional Guiding games from India, England and Switzerland—each one a playful peek into
the fun and friendship shared by Girl Guides worldwide. Global Guiding Games | GirlGuides of
Canada S/E/G

Capture the Guiding Flag (30 minutes) — Race, jump, and play your way through a whirlwind of

Guiding logos from across the globe! This energetic game blends movement and discovery as
girls learn to recognize the unique emblems that unite our worldwide sisterhood. Capture the
Guiding Flag_ | GirlGuides of Canada G/P/R

<)
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https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/216996
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/216996
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/216961
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/216961

Crafts

« WAGGGS Friendship Bracelets (15 minutes) — Celebrate global sisterhood with a handmade
touch. Craft your own bracelet inspired by the golden Trefoil—a shimmering symbol of unity,
friendship and love for Girl Guides around the world. WAGGGS Friendship Bracelets | GirlGuides
of Canada S/E

» Beaded Bonds (30 minutes) — Design a bracelet as unique as your friends. Choose colours and
patterns that reflect what makes each person special, and share the joy of friendship—bead by
bead, smile by smile. Beaded Friendship Bracelet | GirlGuides of Canada G

« Timeless Ties Friendship Bracelets (30 minutes) —Design a bracelet that’s as lasting as your bond.
With simple steps and stylish flair, this craft lets girls create a beautiful keepsake that celebrates
friendship in a way that never goes out of style. Round Braid Friendship Bracelet | GirlGuides of
Canada P/R

» Beaded Flag Pin Crafts (45 minutes) - Celebrate the colours of Guiding around the world! Craft
mini flag pins or beaded designs inspired by WAGGGS member countries—each one a tiny tribute
to international friendship, pride and creativity. International Flag_Pins - MakingFriends G/P/R

« Signature Friendship Pin (20 minutes) - Let your creativity shine with custom friendship pins!
Design your own unique style, make extras for your pals, and trade them to build a rainbow of
connection across your unit—each pin a tiny token of fun and friendship. S/E/G

-t
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https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/450351
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/450351
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1635906
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1635901
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1635901
https://makingfriends.com/international-flag-pins/

Sitting activities

 Friendship Qualities Paper Chain (20 minutes) - Link up love, laughter and kindness! Write or
draw positive friendship traits—like trust, support and fun—on colourful paper strips, then
connect them into a joyful chain that celebrates what makes your Guiding circle so special.
Optional: Have each member of the unit write their name on the links they create. After the
chain is completed, have each member look to see who created the links to the right of their
own, and write what they like most about having that person as a friend. Friendship Chain |
GirlGuides of Canada S/E

» 100 Acts of Friendship Chain (20 minutes) - Celebrate a century of World Thinking Day with a
heartwarming paper chain of kindness. Write one act of friendship—big or small—on each of
the 100 links, from sharing a smile to helping a friend in need. As the chain grows, so does the
spirit of Guiding love and connection across the globe. S/E/G

» Your World Centre (20 minutes) - What would a World Centre in Canada look like? Girls
become architects of adventure as they brainstorm their own Canadian Guiding getaway. From
cozy cabins in the Rockies to urban hubs in Toronto, they’ll choose the location, create
programs, invent traditions and decorate with maple flair. Whether it's snowshoeing, syrup-
tasting or storytelling by the fire, this activity celebrates creativity, culture and the spirit of
Canadian hospitality. Your World Centre | GirlGuides of Canada S/E/G

» Friendships Reflections (15 minutes) -Think about how your friendships have grown and what
qualities matter most when choosing a friend. Friendships Over Time | GirlGuides of Canada
P/R

« Dear Me (15 minutes): A Letter to Yourself - Write a heartfelt note to your truest friend—YQOU!
Celebrate your strengths, kindness and all the ways you’ve grown, because self-love is the
first step to strong friendships. P/R

Ontario Council
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https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/235041
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/235041
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1474241
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1474241
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/119531
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Friendship Tally (20 minutes) - Discover what connects you! Compare answers with others in your
group to see how many things you have in common—from favourite snacks to Guiding adventures ®
—and celebrate the unique friendships that grow from shared experiences. Friendship Tally |
GirlGuides of Canada S/E

Perfect Pair Match Up (30 minutes) — Get ready for giggles and guesses. Each girl wears one half
of a famous duo on her back—like peanut butter and jelly or salt and pepper—and asks yes/no
questions to figure out who she is. Once she knows, it’s time to find her matching half and
celebrate the power of connection! All Branches

Cumulative activities o

Kindness Bingo - Complete your card by doing acts of kindness—like sharing a compliment or
helping a friend. Aim for a line, an X or go all out for a full card of friendship wins! Kindness Bingo | ®
GirlGuides of Canada All Branches
100 Acts for 100 Years - Celebrate a century of World Thinking Day by spreading kindness and
friendship! Track 100 thoughtful actions—like helping a friend, sharing a smile or writing a thank- ®
you note—and honour the global Guiding sisterhood with every meaningful moment. All ®
Branches .
Global Guiding Pen Pals (30 minutes) - Reach out to a Guiding unit from another WAGGGS ®
country and become international pen pals! Share emails or video messages as a unit to discover ®
your similarities, celebrate your differences and build friendships across borders. G/P/R ®
Thinking Day Time Capsule (30 minutes) - Capture the spirit of World Thinking Day by creating a ®
o
@
o
®
®

time capsule filled with memories, hopes and friendship! Each girl contributes something
meaningful—like a photo, a note to her future self, a drawing, or a record of an act of kindness.
Seal it with love and plan a future date to open it together and reflect on how far you’ve come. All
Branches

Friendship Quilt (30 minutes) — Use crayons, fabric markers or embroidery to design a square that

celebrates friendship! When everyone’s creations are joined together, they form a beautiful quilt ®
that reflects the warmth and diversity of your Guiding group. All Branches @
Community Guiding Travelling Letter (20 minutes) —Start a letter to another unit in your community ®
and mail it along! Each unit adds their own message, story, or drawing before passing it to the @
next. When it reaches the final stop, that unit shares the full journey with everyone—celebrating ®
connection, creativity and the spirit of Guiding friendship. Travelling_Letter | GirlGuides of Canada ®
All Branches @
®
®
®
®
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https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1635896
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1635896
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1107196
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1107196
https://experience.girlguides.ca/node/1216096

Bridging activities

« Guiding Connections Across Generations - Girl Guiding continues beyond Rangers! Invite members

of a Link Unit or Trefoil Guild to join your meeting and discover how they stay involved. Link is a
program for young women aged 18-30 to stay connected with Guiding through flexible, social and
skills-based activities. To learn if there is a Link group near you ask your ACL or contact the ON Link
Liaison. Learn more about Link! Trefoil Guild is for adult members (typically 30+) to maintain the
"Spirit of Guiding" through friendship, community support and continued involvement in various
aspects of Guiding. To learn if there is a Trefoil Guild near you ask your ACL or contact the ON
Trefoil Liaison. Learn more about Trefoil! Ask about their roles, hear stories from their Guiding past
and share in the joy of lifelong friendship and service. Bridging_|_GirlGuides of Canada All Branches
Sisterhood In Action - Celebrate the spirit of Guiding by teaming up with another local unit—any
branch, any age! Work on the challenge together, share stories, build friendships and strengthen the
bonds that make our Guiding community so special. Bridging_|_GirlGuides of Canada All Branches

World Centre songs

Celebrate the global spirit of Girl Guiding by learning the unique songs of one or more WAGGGS World
Centres! Each Centre’s song reflects its culture, values and history. Learn the lyrics, practice the
melodies and prepare to share these songs at your next campfire gathering.

Kusafiri Song (All Branches)

Nuestra Cabafia Song (All Branches)
Our Chalet Song (All Branches)

Pax Lodge Song (All Branches)
Sangam Songs (All Branches)

3o
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Taps and Daylight Taps

Taps

Day is done, gone the sun,

From the lake (sea), from the hills, from the sky.
All is well, safely rest.

Peace is nigh.

French

C’est la nuit, tout se tait

Sur la pleine, les collines, et les bois,
C’est la paix, tout est bien

Toutes — bon soir.

Daylight Taps

Thanks and praise, for our days,

‘Neath the sun, ‘neath the stars, ‘neath the sky.
As we go, this we know:

We are Guides.

World Thinking Day — Shine Your Guiding Light resources
WTD_Colouring_Pages

Paper Lanterns

Guiding Light Campfires

s
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https://www.girlguides.ca/WEB/Documents/ON/Events/WTD_Colouring_Pages.pdf
https://www.girlguides.ca/WEB/Documents/ON/PaperLanterns.pdf
https://www.girlguides.ca/WEB/Documents/ON/GuidingLightCampfire.pdf

World Centres Participation Story

Retrieved from https://dragon.sleepdeprived.ca/games/participation_stories/participation_stories.htm,
created by Helen DeBruyn.

When the girls hear special words in the story, they need to do the accompanying action.
Sangam: bring hands together.

Pax Lodge: make peace symbol. |
Our Cabana: Ole!
Our Chalet: yodel. e [v

World: make a big circle with your arms.
Sisters: hug your neighbour (or yourself).

One day, Sarah came home from Embers very, very excited, "Mom, | have SISTERS!" she yelled.

Well this was news to mom! "Sarah," said mom, "you have a brother, a gerbil and two cats, but no
SISTERS."

But mom was wrong. Sarah had SISTERS all over the WORLD, and she had learned about them at her
Ember meeting! There are four WORLD Centres that are very special because they offer fun and
friendship to Guiding SISTERS and visitors from all over the WORLD.

"l have a SISTER in India," explained Sarah. "She helps out in the flower garden at SANGAM. That name
is very easy to remember because the first part is pronounced sun and India is a very hot country!
Sometimes my SISTERS in Guiding show their guests songs, dances and crafts that are special to India.
SANGAM means going together in Sanskrit."

Mom was very impressed with Sarah's knowledge of the country in the eastern part of the WORLD.
"Another SISTER lives in Mexico and sent us a postcard from OUR CABANA. It had a picture of a big
building with a huge trefoil on the door. She told us all about the craft house and the swimming pool and
the garden with the toadstool shaped lights!"

Sarah thought OUR CABANA sounded wonderful! She especially liked that they provided games, treats
and fiesta with a real pifiata for visitors and children from the area.

“In another part of the world is PAX LODGE in England. Pax is another word for peace. All of my
SISTERS in Guiding can stay at PAX LODGE if they ever visit England!” Sarah continues, "I have another
SISTER that takes visitors skiing when they visit OUR CHALET in Switzerland. OUR CHALET visitors
present songs and stories about their own countries so their Guiding SISTERS can learn about all of the
countries around the WORLD. OUR CHALET was the very first WORLD Centre.

"Each WORLD Centre has its own song and is special in its own way. But each WORLD Centre is the
same too. It's for all Guiding SISTERS and offers fun and friendship from all around the WORLD!" Sarah's
mom smiled. She was glad that Sarah had found her SISTERS in Guiding; she didn't have extra
bedrooms if there were her SISTERS at home.

<)
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Find and circle the TREX MEMORIES
friendship words. LOVE PATHFINDER
The words can appear RANGER SHARE
vertically or horizontally. SPARK FUN
EMBER CARING
FRIENDS GUIDE
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Friendship Word Search (large)
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Friendship Word Search (small)
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